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Being Paid for Public Goods - BIAC conference (British Institute of Agricultural Consultants) 

Public goods includes payments for schemes such as the environmental management of land and the message that I took away 
from the conference was that this should not simply be a payment for work done but should include an element of profit for the 
farmer. Also that it shouldn’t just stop at the payment to construct a fence or plant a wood, it should include payment for increasing 
the organic matter of soils, the storage of carbon and interestingly enhancing the nutritional value of food. In the past 40 years our 
fruit and vegetables have lost 16% of their nutritional value. We have the technological ability to measure those baselines and 
therefore the ability to demonstrate incremental change and logic would dictate a payment structure aligned to that. The other 
factor that was introduced was that payment for these goods would not be by Government subsidies alone and that private sector 
companies will also be involved. Nestle is already paying Cumbrian dairy farmers to re-build walls and install new fencing.  

DEFRA’s other announcement was that the new Environmental Land Management Scheme (ELMS), to be rolled out just as the 
Countryside Stewardship comes to an end in 2025, would be shared with other public and private land owners, such as Airports 
and Councils. Although it was also suggested some larger growers might not engage in the ELMS process and the land area might 
remain much as it does today. It is intended that the ELMS scheme will replace both the current BPS and Countryside 
Stewardship Schemes. 

 The role of Farm Cornwall has been and always will be to support those involved in agriculture. It has always worked with the 
Banks and the farming help charities to find a business and or a social solution for a farmer and the family. If you think you need 
help then please call our number below. It is confidential and available to all.  

Countryside Stewardship Scheme 

The Countryside Stewardship Scheme is now open for 
the application forms, this part of the process will end 
on the 15th of May. The application will need to be 
completed by 31st July 2019, for the scheme to start on 
your farm on the 1st of January 2020.  As a word of 
warning some applications which should have started 
on the 1st of January 2019 are still awaiting 
confirmation. If you are interested in applying 
telephone 03000 200 301 this is the single point of 
contact for the RPA, you will need your SBI number and 
your usual security questions.  
To claim your payments for existing agreements please 
make sure your agent has the correct permissions on 
the Rural Payments Service website when they do your 
BPS as claims for both schemes are done 
simultaneously. 
 

Health and Safety Fees - Don’t get caught out! 
The costs of Health and Safety breaches has risen from £129/ hr to £154/hr. If a Notification of Contravention 
(NoC) has been breached, then the clock will start to tick in terms of the time spent dealing with the NoC, 
however please note it now also includes the following: 

 The time spent on the original visit  
 Preparing reports 
 Getting specialist advice 
 Talking to the farmer 
 Talking to the farm workers involved  

Succession - Are you worried about the future 
of your farm or family? 

Due to increase in demand we can now offer bespoke 
succession meetings, these are round table discussions 
with all the family, this is not about accountancy or 
solicitors it’s about kick starting that discussion with a 
facilitator, either in the kitchen or somewhere neutral 
of your choosing. The facilitator will ensure those 
meetings don’t get out hand, making sure everyone has 
their say and understanding the whole picture not just 
the loudest or most dominant voice. Please call the 
office you think this is something that you might find 
useful. 

 



 
 

Prince’s Countryside Fund Resilience Programme  

We are delighted to announce that we have been 
accepted to run a fourth Resilience Programme to be 
based in the Wadebridge area. The programme will accept 
farmers from across the county on a first come first served 
basis. The typical farmer is an owner occupier or tenant, 
livestock/crops, family business. It consists of 6 
workshops, delivered by nationally recognised 
consultants, plus one determined by the farmer group. 
The training is free to the farmer, and open to all members 
of the family who are involved with the business to attend. 
The programme has been extremely well received and has 
extremely positive feedback from those who attend. If you 
would like an informal chat then please contact us at the 
office or further details can be found at: 

https://www.princescountrysidefund.org.uk/how-we-
help-the-princes-farm-resilience-programme/the-princes-
farm-resilience-programme 

Late one night a burglar broke into a 
house and while he was sneaking 
around he heard a voice say, ‘Jesus is 
watching you’. He looked around and 
saw nothing. He crept on through the 
house when again he heard ‘Jesus is 
watching you’. In a dark corner he saw 
a cage with a parrot inside. The 
burglar asked the parrot ‘was it you 
who said ‘Jesus is watching me’? The 
parrot replied ‘yes’. Relieved, the 
burglar asked the parrot his name 
‘Clarence’ said the parrot. ‘That’s a 
strange name for a parrot. What idiot 
named you that?’ The parrot 
answered ‘The same idiot that named 
the Rottweiler Jesus!’ 
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FarmCornwall Women’s Network 

There are a number of existing groups aimed at women in farming such as Women in Dairy, Ladies 
in Beef and Mole Valley Farmers’ Women in Farming group. There are also some organisations of 
which membership is predominantly female such as the Institute of Agricultural Secretaries and 
Administrators (IAgSA). It can be a struggle for groups to maintain a programme of meetings in 
Cornwall due to low membership numbers, geographical distance and lack of resources. 

The aim of the FarmCornwall Women’s Network is to act as an umbrella organisation to provide a link 
between these organisations to organise and promote events, signpost and provide opportunities for 
joint meetings. These activities will be targeted not just at women who live and work on farms but 
also those in agricultural related industries (e.g. vets, nutritionists, farm secretaries) to build contacts 
and friendships and to learn from each other. 

It is intended that meetings will be held monthly, moving around the County and on a variety of topics 
– technical, business, wellbeing and social. If you would like to receive more information about the 
meetings or if you run a group and would like us to include your events please contact 
debbie@farmcornwall.co.uk or call 01736 367589. 


