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We recently attended an AHDB Cereals event at a monitor farm at Portscatho. The presentation included 
the following graph which aims to demonstrate the viability of different agricultural sectors post Brexit,  
if subsidies were removed (or current dependency upon it). What is noticeable is that those farms 
referred to as livestock (beef and sheep), mixed (sheep, beef and cereals) and cropping (cereals) are at 
most risk once the Basic Payment Scheme is removed or phased out. Those farms need now to look at 
how they mitigate those circumstances as soon as possible. 
If you would like to discuss your farm’s performance or need help in planning for the future please give 
us a call or email (contact details below). 
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Five years of recession means we are all feeling the pinch—but 
not everyone is getting the services and help they are entitled to. 
  
The Get F+IT team started in July and are working with rurally  
isolated people to: 
  
 Improve their financial security, 
 Reduce fuel costs 
 Get them more IT savvy.   
  
There are dedicated CAB outreach workers who can visit people 
at home and help them access all the benefits and services they 
could get, and also, where necessary provide specialist debt  
advice.   
  
For a CABx Get FIT home visit, please call Sue McDermott on 
01872 243552 or Jane Morgan on 01872 243532.  Although we are 
mainly funded to work with people over 60, we will also work with 
anyone who is over 55 who has a long-term health condition, or 
finds it difficult to get into a CAB office.   
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Cows and Catastrophes: The Flights and Fancies of a 
Cornish Dairy Farmer - Brindley Hosken 
 
Cows and Catastrophes includes tales of author Brindley Hosken’s 40 years 
of farming on the beautiful Lizard Peninsula in Cornwall, where he has lived 
and worked for all his life. Including 32 specially commissioned illustrations 
by Rory Walker, this book will bring a wry smile to the faces of other farmers 
who will recognise situations that they too have been in. 
 
 
Available from www.oldpond.com priced £9.95 
  
 

Finally at long last the milk price is on its way up, 
albeit not at the same pace as the spot price. A flat 
rate contract price for December 2016 is 26ppl, 
some 4 ppl up on last December 2015. Having said 
that there is considerable debt still within the 
dairy sector which is not going to just disappear. It 
will need a sustained milk price hike for some time 
to reduce creditor debt and particularly for tenant 
farmers to raise their net worth (total assets less 
total liabilities). 
 
 

Change to Pesticide Application 

Equipment rules 

Don’t forget that from 26 November 2016, all in-

use pesticide application equipment over 5 years 

old – with the exception of knapsack and handheld 

sprayers – must have passed inspection by the 

National Sprayer Testing Scheme (NSTS) within the 

last 5 years. The NSTS is the only body designated 

to inspect and certify pesticide application 

equipment for use. Therefore, having equipment 

tested by an approved NSTS examiner is the only 

way to stay compliant. A list of approved 

examiners can be found on the NSTS website 

www.nsts.org.uk 

 

 

 

The Penwith Landscape Partnership has, subject to 

approval of the final project plan, secured to run a series of 

projects based around wildlife, access, historic sites, farm 

buildings and what is referred to as monitor farms. The farm 

building project is looking at redundant farm buildings and 

how they could be bought back to use as accommodation or 

workshops. There is no direct funding for bricks and mortar 

etc. but the support offered is for assistance with planning, 

wildlife surveys and business plans. The funding will be 

available from January 2018 for five years. 

The monitor farm element is looking at bringing direct 

support to individual farms, with advice, benchmarking and 

expert speakers for small scale research projects such as 

those offered by the AHDB monitor farm at Portscatho 

which is currently looking a cover crops in arable rotations. 

Having discussed it with local farmers we feel that initially 

beef production be it suckler cows, store cattle or calf 

rearing offers the most potential for a successful partnership 

with the best results. There appears to be enough 

interaction between farms and advice on dairy farms. In 

horticulture the proposed research project is identifying the 

advantage and value of livestock and break crops between 

the three main horticultural crops in order to give them a 

value.   

 

Harry Penhaul Exhibition 
 

If you enjoyed seeing the collection of historic 
photographs included in our displays at various shows 
during the Summer you might be interested in the 
‘Penhaul Undiscovered’ exhibition at Penlee House 
Gallery & Museum from 26 November to 7 January. It 
will be concentrating on the many unidentified group 
photos included in the collection – why not go along 
and see if you can help put a name to some of the 
faces? 
 

http://www.oldpond.com/
http://www.nsts.org.uk/


 

  

 

Cross Compliance Reminders & BPS News 
 

RPA 2016 BPS values 
 

The Rural Payments Agency (RPA) has confirmed the entitlement values for 2016’s Basic Payment Scheme 
(BPS), and payment rates for greening. 
 

The Euro exchange rate that will be used to calculate all payments this year is €1 = £0.85228. 
 

Entitlement values are: 
€175.27 for non-SDA (Severely Disadvantaged Areas) 
€174.01 for upland SDA, other than moorland 
€45.97 for upland SDA moorland 
 

The greening rates are: 
€77.71 for non-SDA (Severely Disadvantaged Areas) 
€77.15 for upland SDA, other than moorland 
€20.39 for upland SDA moorland 
 

The Financial Discipline Mechanism (FDM) deduction rate has been confirmed at 1.353905%.  This deduction 
will be applied to all payment amounts over €2,000 and will be used to create a reserve fund to support the 
farming industry in times of crisis, such as disease outbreak. 
N.B. – if your 2015 claim is still outstanding then the RPA has indicated that it will not pay 2016 until the 
earlier claim is settled. 

 
NVZ Grassland Derogation - The application window for applying for an NVZ 'Grassland Derogation' is open 
until 30th December. A derogation allows up to 250kg of manure nitrogen from grazing livestock per hectare 
per year to be applied on farms. In the absence of a derogation the livestock manure limit is 170kg per hectare 
per year. 
Derogations need to be applied for annually, so even if you applied successfully last year you will need to 
apply this year to allow the higher nitrogen loading limit in 2017. 
Full details, including what actions you have to take if your application is successful can be found on the 
grassland derogation page of the GOV.UK website. Applications can only be made by telephone by calling the 
Environment Agency on 03708 506 506 between 8am and 6pm Monday to Friday. 
 
 EFA fallow land in 2017  
If you intend to declare EFA fallow land during the 2017 scheme year, please remember that the fallow period 
is from 1 January until 30 June (inclusive). This is different to the dates for fallow land entered under the crop 
diversification requirements.  
If you declared cover crops on your 2016 BPS application, you must adhere to the 2016 rules on this land. The 
2016 rules require cover crops to be established by 1 October 2016 and retained until at least 15 January 
2017. This does not affect the ability to claim the same land area as EFA fallow land from 1 January 2017 since 
the claim is for a new scheme year. 
For more information on EFA fallow land & cover crop options, please refer to ‘Basic Payment Scheme: rules 
for 2016’. 
 
Sheep & Goat Annual Inventory – Total number of animals as at 1 December should be recorded in the 
Holding Register and the Census return should be returned or submitted online by 31 December. 
 
The Farming Advice Service (FAS) offers timely reminders of key dates and cross compliance updates via text 
message, Twitter and email newsletter. FAS also provides free, confidential advice on cross compliance and 
the greening requirements, some aspects of the Water Framework Directive (such as silage, slurry and 
agricultural fuel oil (SSAFO) and waste exemptions) and the Sustainable Use (of pesticides) Directive. Farmers 
requiring telephone advice from FAS can contact the Rural Services Helpline on 03000 200 301 Monday to 
Friday between 8.30am and 5.00pm. You can also email enquiries to advice@farmingadviceservice.org.uk  
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FarmCornwall is now on Twitter 
 
To help us send out updates more frequently and share farming news we are now using 
Twitter. So if you are also a user of this social media channel please follow us 
@FarmCornwall 

 
 

FarmCornw
all is now 
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Are you a dairy farmer using a robotic parlour? 

 
We are planning an information event in the New Year to assist those who are using robots and those who 
are considering it.  The event will be delivered by an expert vet on a farm in the County and will give advice  
on hygiene, housing & environment, cleaning & mastitis control.  
 
If you would be interested in attending please contact Edward and we will send out further details nearer 
the time. 

Rodent Control on Farms  

 

Since April new regulations for buying and using 
rodenticides mean farmers now need a certificate 
of competence. 
 
Farmers can make use of a free, self-study training 
course on rodent control to help them become 
certified to use professional rodenticide products 
under the new rules. 
 
The rodent control hub is funded by AHDB and was 
developed in partnership with other industry 
organisations including British Poultry Council, 
NFU and NFUS. The Information hub and on-line 
training course is free to use and is available for all 
sectors of the farming industries. 
 
http://www.rodentcontrolonfarms.co.uk  
 

Business Grants of up to £100,000 
 

If you are planning to expand your operations or develop a 
new business idea, you may be able to apply for a grant of 
up to £100,000.  To qualify you need to be located in the 
Coast to Coast Local Action Group Area (an area bounded 
by Kehelland to Perranporth on the north coast and 
Maenporth to Gorran Haven (excluding Falmouth) on the 
south coast and including Truro).  
The types of investments supported will mainly be capital 
items including conversion and acquisition of workspace 
and purchase of equipment and machinery.   
The size of grant available ranges from 40% to 80% and is 
subject to the applicant organisation and state aid rules.   
For full information please visit; 
www.localactioncornwall.co.uk and download the Call 
document, Applicant Handbook and Outline Application 
form or contact Josyanne Thatcher on 
josyanne.thatcher@cornwalldevelopmentcompany.co.uk  
01872 326735 
 

Note from Edward – There is still funding available in the 
other LAG areas and I understand that upper limits on 
funding  have been removed. But please be aware that the 
application process is quite complex and time consuming! 

 

 

 

Edward, Debbie & Helena would like to wish you and your 

family a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
 

The Farm Business Centre will close at mid-day on Friday 23rd 

December and will re-open on Tuesday 3rd January. 

http://www.rodentcontrolonfarms.co.uk/

