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I have now been in Cornwall and in the role of Farm Business Adviser for 2 months and only gone back to
Durham once (there is no grass up there either in fact the are fed up with winter and wish it would end).
My impressions of Cornwall so far are of really friendly people who have been most welcoming. However
West Cornwall has its problems , its too far from “up country”. Is it’s early climate that much of advantage?
And are its farming systems sustainable, with cauliflower prices on the floor how many will grow
cauliflowers next year? Then for those farmers who have rented land out for potatoes, cauliflowers and
flowers and subsequently allowed their other enterprises to wither, what for them I wonder…..

Our aim at the Farm Business Centre
is to provide a free and confidential
advice service to farmers in the
Penwith and Kerrier areas of W est
Cornwall. The group of farmers we
see as our bread and butter are those
for whom free confidential business
advice is important, in fact a lifeline.
However we are also here if you just
wish to compare prices, bounce ideas
around, or are seeking grant funding
for a particular project. We look
forward to hearing from you soon.
MARAZION MARSH & COBER
VALLEY CATCHMENT AREAS
If anyone is thinking of applying for
grant funding the closing date is the 30
April 2010. Please contact Kate
Allingham of Natural England on
07929 050436 for more information.
In a recently televised interview where
one farmer was told he had won ten
million pounds in the Lotto. W hen asked
what he was going to do with all the
money, he paused, scratched his head
and then said ‘Hmm not sure, I guess I’ll
just keep farming until its all gone.”

CATTLE CRUSH
We have a mobile crush and handling unit, with
electronic weigh scales available to be hired out for £40 a
day or £100 for the week. The crush has its own wheels so
is easily transported behind a Landrover or Tractor. The
crush is stored centrally on a farm near Penzance.
Anybody using the crush can pick it from there and drop
it off there after use. It is your responsibility to ensure
that the crush is clean and sterilised before and after use.
If you wish to book the crush then ring Edward on 01736
352 012, also if you need the electronic scales make it
clear at the booking as they are stored separately.

Is a blue tongue vaccination essential?
Many experts seem sure and many of you will have read the
commentary in a recent Farmers Weekly Issue where Chris
Oura, a national expert in Bluetongue, believes that one more
season of vaccination could allow Britain to declare itself free
of the disease. Apparently the huge reduction in the disease in
France last year (over 29,000 to less than 100) was entirely
down to effective vaccination control. Some seem to take the
view that if the South and the East of the country vaccinate
then we in the West will have time to react when the disease
appears. What they are forgetting is the fact that a lot of cattle
are imported to Cornwall and this is likely to be the way the
disease will arrive – despite border controls!!
For further information about Blue tongue please visit the
British
Cattle
Veterinary
Association
website
www.bcva.eu/bcva/
and look at the Farmers Information
Section or alternatively contact the office.

If you require a large print copy of this edition
then please contact the Office on 01736 352 012.

Sales and Wants:

ACCOMMODATION WANTED

If any of you have produce, equipment, or services to offer. Then we
could advertise it through our newsletter or just leave a message with
us, and we can pass the information on to those who are interested.


Winchester Growers are looking for more land to grow
daffodils.

If you are interested in any of the above then please call Edward on
01736 352 012.

Local couple are looking for rurally based
accommodation to rent, in Penwith. The
condition of the property is not important
as we will consider renovation.
Contact Hugh Lucas on:- 01736 871276
hugh@trengothal.fsnet.co.uk
2, Trevorrian Cottages
Sennen
Penzance
TR19 7BQ

JOHNES DISEASE
Johnes disease is characterised by chronic diarrhoea, progressive weight loss and decreased production and
causes substantial losses in infected herds. It is caused by Mycobacterium avium subspecies paratuberculosis
(Map). Map has also been postulated to be a cause of the human enteric condition Crohn’s disease though no
definitive links have been demonstrated. The large financial losses caused by the disease estimated to be
between £5,000 and £17,000 per annum on a for a 100 cow dairy herd (losses due to weight loss, reduced
reproductive performance and 5-15% reduction in milk yield, premature culling) and the concern over its potential
link to Crohn’s Disease in people have led to several countries adopting national control or eradication programs.
The key to the control of any disease is knowing the status on your own farm and the best way to start is to get a
30 cow screen done through National Milk Laboratories. By targeting the cows most likely to have the disease this
screen will tell you whether you are likely to have the disease. Johnes disease is very slow to develop in the
animal. Cattle are infected as calves – usually in the first month of life but they don’t actually show the disease
until they are 3-5 years old and some never show it at all. This presents a problem because it means that you
can’t see it’s there until it’s well established in the herd. For every cow that you see with the classical watery
diarrhoea and weight loss there are likely to be 15 animals in the herd that are carrying it and spreading it to the
next generation.
These carriers don’t perform as well as uninfected animals:
They give 4000 kg less milk over their lifetime
They are 5 times more likely to go lame
They are 2 times more likely to get mastitis or have a high cell count
1.8 times more likely to suffer digestive/ respiratory disease
In order to stop the spread of the disease within the herd you have to know which animals are infected and
prevent the spread of the disease form those animals to the replacement calves. Traditionally this was by simply
culling them out but you can manage the spread of the disease by keeping the infected cows away from the main
calving area and monitor those cows so that if they look like their condition is falling they can be removed from the
herd in a more controlled manner.
In summary if you want to get involved and start to control this disease you need to:








Know your herd disease status
Know your risk status
Test animals to confirm individual status
Improve Farm Management (IFM)
Protect your calves from infected animals
Manage or Cull positive animals
Beware of buying in infected stock.
Ref: Andrew Cobner, Penbode Vet Group, Holsworthy, Devon

The Penwith Farm Business do their best to ensure that all information and advice given is up to date and accurate. However, the information and advice does not
constitute legal or professional advice and Edward Richardson and the Penwith Farm Business Centre cannot accept any liability for actions arising from its use.
You should seek your own professional or legal view as needed. Advice is based only on the facts and information provided.

